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In this Parents' Choice Gold Awardâ€“winning book, Selig collects words, ones that stir his heart

(Mama!) and ones that make him laugh (giggle). But what to do with so many luscious words? After

helping a poet find the perfect words for his poem (lozenge, lemon, and licorice), he figures it out:

His purpose is to spread the word to others. And so he begins to sprinkle, disburse, and broadcast

them to people in need.
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My favorite word is "moot". It fulfills all the necessary requirements of a favorite word. It is fun to say.

It is fun to slip into a conversation. And when you pair it with the word "point" (as in "moot point") it

becomes doubly amusing. I tell you all this because as much as I love my word, I never thought that

I had collected it. I remembered it, sure, but collected? Who collects words? How would that even

work? The answer comes in the form of Roni Schotter's newest picture book sensation, "The Boy

Who Loved Words". A tribute to the beauty of words (to say nothing of the people who employ

them) the book utilizes Schotter's storytelling and Giselle Potter's wholly recognizable style to tell

the tale of a boy and his penchant for ear-pleasing assonance.Now there once was a boy named

Selig who had two dual loves. First of all, he loved words. He loved how they sounded in his ears



and fell off the tongue. Second, he loved collecting. And what better to collect than the thing you

love best? Problem was, Selig started getting bogged down by the sheer weight of the words he

carried with him. One day, after receiving a dream telling him to find his purpose in life, Selig goes

off into the world. He hasn't gone far before he starts pinning the words in his pack onto the

branches of the nearest tree. Before long a poet stops by and through sheer accident happen to

pluck exactly the word he needs from the wind-swept tree's branches. Suddenly, Selig knows what

he was born to do. What good are words if they sit around unused? By lobbing the right words in the

right direction, Selig is able to improve the fortune of others. And by locating a gal with as great a gift

for music as he has for syllables, Selig is perfectly content thereafter.
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